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Dr. Smith says that while he is not discouraged, he feels 
the fact is demonstrated that the boarding-out system, as 
carried on in Scotland, cannot be transplanted to Victoria. 
The amount offered, twelve shillings a week, is not a suffi¬ 
cient sum to induce the people of that country to take in¬ 
sane patients into their homes. It is only in the older 
countries where there is a class, as in Scotland, to whom 
the limited compensation is of vital moment, and where 
distances are so short that the hospitals can maintain an 
espionage over all, that this system is possible. 


PENNSYLVANIA STATE LUNATIC HOSPITAL, 
HARRISBURG. 

The policy of the State toward this hospital seems a 
short-sighted one. Although by virtue of years and con¬ 
struction the least well adapted of all the Pennsylvania 
State hospitals to its necessities, yet the State continues to 
treat it in a most niggardly manner. The district comprises 
sixteen counties of 10,468 square miles, and has a population 
of over 1,000,000, paying into the State treasury a large 
proportion of its revenue. Yet despite these facts we see 
by the last report that the three newer hospitals, Danville, 
Morristown and Warren, have received for land, buildings 
and furniture not less than a million of dollars apiece while 
the Harrisburg hospital, though many years older, has not 
received one-half that amount. This would be of little 
moment did not the absolute safety of the patients and the 
best interests of the institution demand appropriations for 
new buildings at once. Architects and builders, experts 
and non-experts, have condemned the old buildings for over 
a decade, and fifteen years ago the late Miss Dix said that, 
could the safety of the patients and household be assured, 
the best thing that could happen would be its total extinc¬ 
tion by fire. It is unsafe, unsanitary, overcrowded, gloomy, 
inadequate and expensive. Defects of construction always 
increase the expense of maintenance, and undoubtedly this 
is the cause of the weekly per capita expense exceeding 
that of the other State hospitals, Dixmont excluded. 
The buildings at Harrisburg are without exception the 
poorest of a considerable number of insane hospitals, both in 
this country and in Europe, which it has been the writer s 
privilege to visit. 

The burden of the reports of superintendent, trustees 
and lunacy committee for the past ten years has been the 
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need of new buildings. An appropriation of $250,000 was 
asked for in the last report, with which to erect them on 
the plan of the hospital at Gane Hill, near London, but, so 
far as we are informed, was not granted. A small sum was 
appropriated a few years since with which two detached 
buildings were erected, and which can be incorporated in 
the proposed plan. We sincerely trust that it will not be 
long before definite and favorable action is taken in this 
matter. 

POLITICS AND STATE HOSPITALS FOR THE 
INSANE. 

It is nothing new to chronicle a complete change in the 
resident officers of an Ohio institution as a result of a change 
in the State politics. In comparing the last report of the 
Athens State Hospital with that of the preceding year, we 
find the name of but one resident officer in the former which 
appeared in the latter. Fortune in this instance favored an 
assistant physician whose political principles were demo¬ 
cratic. The change of the party power in the State induced 
a change in the official roster of this hospital from superin¬ 
tendent to cook. The woman physician was asked to 
yield her place during the political campaign to a voter. 
There is no doubt much to be gained oftentimes by an in¬ 
fusion of new blood into asylum management, but the Ohio 
method is not to be approved of. 

When an official staff is doing its work well, ably and 
harmoniously, there is nothing to be gained and much to 
be lost by so sweeping a change. No institution can undergo 
such a revolution in its organization without suffering there¬ 
from. It was this factor in their asylum management which 
lost to the State of Ohio the valuable services of the late 

Dr. Gundry. . 

If appointments were made and held under civil service 
rules, removal being only for good and sufficient cause, and 
not because of political principles, the work of the officers 
of asylums for the insane would be much more satisfactory 
and the best interests of the patients correspondingly sub¬ 
served. 


CEsophagotomy was performed recently upon a patient 
in the Cork District Asylum for an obstruction in the 
throat and a stone weighing 630 grains removed. The pa¬ 
tient subsequently died from exhaustion after an attack of 



